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Mrs. Den, Mother, 
Mr. Nath. Kinch, Bro ther, 
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Mrs. Martha Kinuch, Siſter, 


Of the late Reverend 


John Kinch, L. L. D. 


DECEASED; 


The following 


DISCOURSE 


Is, with due Reſpect, Inſcribed, 
By their affeftionate Friend, 
And bumble Servant, 
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2 Pzr. 1. 12, 13, 14. 
ineraſie I will not be negligent 


to put you always in remembrance 
* of theſe things, ibo ye know them, 
% and be eftabliſhed in the preſent 
truth. Yea, I think it meet, as 
long as am in this tabernacle, 
to tir you up, by putting you 
in remembrance. Knowing that 
* ſhortly I muſt put off this my 
a tabernacle, even as our Lord 


Jeſus Chrift hath ſbewed me. 


ETER, who wrote this epiſtle, 
was an early attendant upon Chriſt. 
When John the Bapriſt gave teſti- 
mony to Chriſt, Sebold the lamb 
777 God in the preſence of two of his diſ- 
7 ciples i, they followed our Lord. ' Andrew, 


" Joni. 35, 43. 
B who 


[ 2 ] 
who was one of them, was brother to Si- 
mon, whom when he had found he brought 
to Jeſus, and Jeſus bebolding him ſaid, 
thou art Simon the ſon of Jona, thou ſhalt 
be called Cephas, [Peter] which is by inter- 
pretation, a ſtone. It is not unlikely, ſince 
Andrew was a diſciple of John, that Si- 


mon his brother might alſo be one of his 


followers, tho' not preſent at the time, 
when the Baptiſt directed Andrew to our 
Lord. Some time after, our Saviour walk- 
ing by the ſea of Galilee, ſaw Simon, called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother caſting a 


net into the ſea, (for they were fiſhers) * and 
faid to them, follow me, and I will mate 


you fiſhers of men, with which they im- 
mediately complied ; and Peter was called 
either now, or at leaſt, a very little time 
after, to leave his employment and fecu- 
lar affairs entirely, and become a con- 
ſtant companion and follower of Chriſt, 
to hear his doctrine, ſee the miracles he 
wrought, and obſerve the exemplarineſs 
of his conduct. He was one of the twelve 
who were defigned by our Saviour to be 
his apoſtles, and to lay the foundation of 
his kingdom; and to him, on his brave 


i Matt. iv. 18, 23. 


confeſſion, 
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[3] 
confeſſion, Thou art Chriſt the Son of the 
living God, a peculiar favour was promiſ- 
ed, I vill give unto thee the keys of the. 
kingdom of heaven *, which was accom- 
pliſhed, when he not only was eminent 
in opening the goſpel to the Jews; hut 


was the firſt that preached it to the pro- 


ſelytes of the gate. When our Lord 
thought it proper to give ſome of his 
apoſtles a glimpſe of his glory on the 
mount, where he was transfigured, Peter 
was one, who was favoured with the. 
fight He was admitted with James and 
John 3 to be near our Saviour, when he 
fell into the agony which he ſuſtained in 
the garden. And though he was ſo un- 
happy as to deny his maſter ; yet a kind 
look of our Lord awakened in him re- 
ſentment of grief, and occaſioned his re- 
pentance: and our Saviour after his reſur- 
rection, tho by aſking Peter three times 


whether he loved him, Peter was grieved, 


knowing that thereby his Maſter remind- 
ed him of his denying him thrice; yet, 
by commanding him as often to feed his 
ſheep, he reſtored him to his former 
office. And when the promiſe of the 


1 Matt. xvi. 19. 2 Leid. xvii. I, 2. 
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Father [the Holy Spirit} was given after 
the aſcenſion of our Saviour, and the ex- 
traordinary gifts were communicated, Pe- 
ter, an apoſtle of the. circumciſion, had 
as large a ſhare of them as any; and 
with freedom and courage, he preached 
that the ſame Jeſus, whom the Jews had 
crucified, God had exalted to his right. 
hand. 


This is the character, theſe are the diſ- 
tinguiſhing favours, and peculiar qualifi- 
cations of the perſon, who expreſſes in 
the words we have read, the greateſt ar- 
dor and warmeſt zeal. I will not be neg- 


ligent, which, by a uſual figure, implies 


more than at firſt appearance it ſeems to 
convey, vis. I will be careful, and diligenc 
to the utmoſt of my power, not only to 
put you in remembrance of theſe things; 
but to do it afways with the greateſt ſted- 
dineſs, and conſtancy, rh ye know them, 
and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. Yea, 
T think it mcet, fit, juſt, and ſuited to my 
character, 7o ffir you up, excite, awaken, 
and rouſe you by putting you in remem- 
brance, having to animate me a certain 
R of my rn diſſolution, 
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Enoꝛing "that I ſhortly muſt put off this: 
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
hath ſhewed me. The zeal that is here 
expreſſed, and by a perſon of ſuch emi- 
nent, and diſtinguiſhed character, will di- 
rect us to the following method. 


I. To conſider with attention and care 
the things, about which he exerciſes 
ſuch earneſtneſs and zeal. 


Il. To Gre the A of this 
vehemence, or that this zeal is nor 
beyond the importance of the things 
concerning: which'it is employed, and 
the circumſtances of the apoſtle. ' 


III. Draw proper inferences from the 
ſubject. 


I. To conſider with attention and care 
the things, about which he exerciſes ſuch 
earneſtneſs and zeal. | 


The apoſtle having repreſented chat God, 
whoi is wiſe, and powerful, and good, had 
* all . that are and 
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1673 
proper to a godly life *, in the grapiaus 
diſpenſation of his Son, and that thereby 
are given to us, who have entertained and 
embraced it, exceeding great and precious 
promiſes, of pardon and forgiveneſs, 
grace or favour for ſeaſonable help, and 
a future recompence of reward, that by 
theſe we might be partakers of the divine 
nature he in conſequence preſſes them, 
that giving all diligence they might add to 
their faith virtue . And 3 for this cauſe 
giving all dillgence, add ye to your faith 


vir fue. 


For this cauſe, ſince in the chriſtian 
inſtitution you have the ſtrongeſt mo- 
tives, and 'higheſt incouragements, fince 
in the diſpenſation of the goſpel, there 1s 
nothing pertaining to a life of godlineſs 
wanting; but you are aſſured that ſucceſs 
will attend your vigorous, and ſteddy per- 
ſuit of it; ſince a godly life is the laſt 
deſign of chriſtianity, and a participation 
of the divine nature, that is, a reſemblance 
of God in righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, is 
the intention of all the great, and valu- 
able promiſes of the goſpel, and without 


1er. 3. 2 Ver. 5. 3 Vid. Var. lect. 
whic h 
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which we can never arrive to future glo- 
ry: let us give all diligence, exert our ut- 
moſt vigor, that we add to our faith, our 
belief of the goſpel, and the profeſſion 
that we make of its doctrines, the proper 
and genuine fruits of it in general, and, in 
particular, virtue, that is, fortitude. By 
this the apoſtle underſtands courage, not 
to ſhun ſuffering for the ſake of Chriſt 
when called to it, to the practice of 
which, the chriſtian religion furniſhes 
ſufficient motive, when iF we /uffer with 
bim, we , ſhall alſo reign with him. But 
fince the doctrine of our Saviour allows 
us, if we are perſecuted to fly, and re- 
commends to us to avoid throwing our 
ſelves raſhly into danger, and on the con- 
trary, exhorts us to walk circumſpectly to 
thoſe that are without, that is, unbelievers 
who are adverſaries to our holy religion, 
redeeming or gaining time, becauſe the 
days are evil, the apoſtle ſubjoins, and 70 
your virtue, knowledge, ſignifying either an 
exact acquaintance with that manner of 
behaviour which the chriſtian doctrine re- 
quires, when we are called to ſuffer for 
our ſteddy and firm adherence to it; or 
{kill, and prudence to ſhun coming under 

ſuch 


[8] 
ſuch ſufferings unneceſſarily; and to our 
Rnowledge temperance, which denotes a 
command over our appetites and paſſions, 
a wiſe and due regulation of our deſires 
of temporal good, that they may not be 
exceſſive, and immoderate, without the 
attainment whereof we ſhall not be ſted- 
faſt to rhe profeſſion and practice of the 
truth, when expoſed to great difficulties 
and trials on that account. And 70 tem- 
perance, patience, firmneſs, and conſtancy 
under actual preſſures of affliction ; which 
may diſtinguiſh it from virtue, as virtue 
may import courage not to decline the 
profeſſion of the chriſtian religion, be- 
cauſe it expoſes, and renders us liable to 
ſuffering. And 0 patience, 'godlineſs, a love 
of God, a fear to offend him, a devoted- 
neſs to his ſervice, ' tho' he ſhould think 
proper to bring us under difficult and ſe- 
vere trials, a firm and ſteddy dependance 
upon him for neceſſary, - and ſuitable ſup- 
ports, and a conſtant addreſs to him by 
prayer for ſeaſonable aid, and a fix d hope 
that if we behave conſtantly and bravely 
under ſufferings, as it becomes chriſtians, 
we ſhall reign with Chriſt, and be for 
ever happy in the poſſeſſion of the heaven- 
ly 
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ly inheritance. To godlineſs, brotherly love; 
a ſincere, ſteddy, and fervent affection to 
chriſtians, as being children of the ſame hea- 
venly Father, begotten again by the ſame 
ſeed the goſpel of Chriſt, to the ſame 
hope of life, and of an inheritance re- 
ſery'd in heaven, and as being members 
of the ſame body, of which Chriſt is 
head. And 7o brotberly love, charity, i. e. 
love to all men, in the wideſt and moſt 
extenſive ſenſe. The motives, by which 
the perſuit of theſe is ſtrongly urg'd, im- 
mediately follow. 


For i theſe things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye ſhall neither be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, That ye ſhall neither 
be idle, nor unprofitable, while you ac- 
knowledge that Jeſus is the Meſſias, and 
at the right hand of God, and appointed 
by the Father to be prince and judge, and 
have all the advantages of his diſpenſa- 
tion to influence you to active ſervice. 
But on the contrary, you will be diligent, 
and uſeful in promoting the honour of 
God, and ſecuring your own welfare, 
and in advancing thereby the true happi- 
C 9 neſs 
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neſs of others. Whereas a clear, and ex- 
tenſive view of the doctrines of chriſtia- 
nity, and (if the circumſtance of our 
ſtate would admit of it) without the leaſt 
mixture of error, not influencing to ſuit- 
able diſpoſition and behaviour, would leave 
us barren [or idle] and unftuitful under 
all the advantages of the laſt, and moſt 
perfect revelation of the divine will. The 
want therefore of ſuch a temper of mind, 
and regulation of life, one would appre- 
hend could not reſult from any other cauſe, 
than the not diſcerning that the knowledge 
of the principles of natural, and revealed 
religion i is deſign'd as a means to ingage to 

ve practice of real piety,” univerſal righte- 
ou..aeſs and goodneſs, and ſelf-government, 
which however cannot be our caſe, unleſs 
from a wilful ſhutting of our eyes, and 


forgetting the obligation we brought our 


ſelves under to forſake our former vices, 


when we publickly own'd the chriſtian 


religion. He that lacketh theſe things is 
blind, and cannot ſee far off, and hath for- 
gotten that be was purged from his old fins. 


7 Muwmitoy. Heſychius eparguusoy. Suidas auer. 
Ad, xxviii. 27. And their eyes have they cloſed (4xgju- 
pevory) leſt they ſhould fee with their eyes. 
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If cherefore you would ſecure your call- 
ing, and eſtabliſh the character of being 
the people of God in reality, and with 
ſteddineſs, give diligence to the practice 
of theſe virtues; for if you do theſe things 
ye ſhall never fall, for ſo an entrance ſhall 
be miniſtred unto you abundantly into the 
everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; referring in all probability, 
to the new heavens, and new earth, which 
were to ſucceed to the conflagration and 
diſſolution of the preſent frame, and in 
which * righteouſneſs ſhould dwell. Where- 
fore, beloved, ſceing that ye look for ſuch 
things, be diligent, that ye may be found of 
 bim in peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs. 
Theſe are the things, concerning which 
this great apoſtle of the circumciſion ex- 
preſſes ſuch earneſtnefs, and zeal. I iy 
ceed now. . | 


II. To ſhew the ee, of this 
vehemence, or that this zeal is not beyond 
the importance of the things about which 
it is imploy d, and the circumſtances of the 
apoſtle, This will appear unqueſtionably 
evident 1205 the following conſiderations. | 
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1. The weight and importance of the 


things themſelves, and the ſtrength and 


force of the arguments he makes uſe of, 


to recommend them. 


2. The certain proſpect of his approach- 
ing death, which he gives as a reaſon of 
his zeal in putting them in remembrance, 


knowing that m—_ 1 * put off this £4 
tabernacle, 


3. The full in clear evidence' ki had 
of the truth of thoſe principles, which, 
with ſo much fervour he recommends. 
For wwe have not followed n deus _ 


fables, * 


1. The weight and importance of the 
things themſelves, and the ſtrength and 
force of the arguments he makes uſe of 
to recommend chem. 


Whatever has a tendency to honour God 
in the higheſt degree, and ſtands cloſely 
connected with our true, real, and final 


happineſs, and with the real, true, and 


final happineſs of others, muſt deſerve 
44 - | our 
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L 13 ] 
our warmeſt perſuit, and will reaſonably 


ingage our higheſt zeal to recommend to 
others. ; 


'To believe what God reveals to us, 


upon proper evidence, muſt be an expreſ- 
ſion of due homage to God; but when 


he tell us, that his favouring us with a 


revelation is deſign'd to bring us to holi- 
neſs, if that be not in fincerity perſu'd, 
we are guilty of diſhonouring him, and 
in an inſtance, in which he has expreſſed 
his higheſt goodneſs to us. If he calls 
upon us to make a publick profeſſion of . 
ſuch a diſcovery of his will as is every 
way worthy. of him, and beneficial to 
all, tho' we ſhould thereby be expos'd to 
ſufferings and death, and we thro' undue 
fear, and an immoderate love of the 
world, ſhould decline ſuch ſufferings, and 
deny and forſake the truth, we ſhould no 
doubt throw contempt on his wiſe autho- 
rity. Raſhly, and without ground to ruſh 
into danger, contrary to the directions of 


prudence which he has favour'd us with, 


muſt be diſhonourable to him; and yet 
to be unprepar'd to bear ſufferings for the 
ſake of Chriſt when proper, in a manner 


becoming 


L 24 

becoming the chriſtian, for want of gain- 
ing an habitual command of our appe- 
tites and paſſions, when the chriſtian re- 
ligion furniſhes us with every thing that 
is neceſſary to that purpoſe, muſt be alike 
injurious to him. To love God, to fear 
him, to ſubmit decently to the ſufferings 
he thinks fit to bring upon us, to addreſs 
to him for ſupport under them, or 
deliverance from them, if he thinks it 
proper ; and with a firm dependance up- 
on him, and a ſettled expectation of fu- 
ture rewards, muſt be allowed by all, to be 
giving honour to God, and glorifying the 
father, and governour of the world. 
Brotherly kindneſs, and extenſive. love, 
when practis d from a deſire to reſemble 
God, whoſe character is love, muſt in- 
volve and imply in them high eſtecm and 
veneration of him. 7 


As theſe "PAR which the apoſtle ſo 
earneſtly recommends, unqueſtionably hon- 
our God; ſo they are intimately and 
cloſely connected with our true, real, and 
final happineſs. The intelligent nature 
we are indu'd\ with, makes us capable 
of being happy or miſerable; and when 
r | we 


[ 15 ] 
we gain the habits of religion and vir- 
ture, which render perfe& our reaſonable 
make, we then attain the felicity that is de- 
fign'd for it, and peculiar to it. A con- 
ſtant and ſteddy regard to God, a ſincere 
and upright endeavour to reſemble him 
in univerſal righteouſneſs and goodneſs, 
and in order thereto, a careful regulation 
of our appetites, and paſſions, will give 
us inward pleaſure, and ſatisfaction, ſe- 
cure to us the favour, protection, and ſup- 
ports of God in every circumſtance of 
life, and afford us, eveh in our dying 
moments, a firm and ſolid expectation of 
the rewards he has promiſed in a future 
ſtate. The contrary vices darken the 
mind, raiſe a tempeſt: in the conſcience, 
and occaſion dread and horror, when any 
circumſtance of diſtreſs forces attention 


to Deity, and a future ſtare of retribu- 
tion. 


As theſe things which the apoſtle preſſes 
with ſo much earneſtneſs bring about and 
effect our happineſs, ſo they contribute to 
the happineſs of others, When we have 
conſtantly a ſtrict and watchful care to 
rein and manage our appetites and paſſi- 

ONS; 
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ons; the peace and ſerenity, the rights and 
properties of others will be effectually 
guarded. A faithful diſcharge of all the 
offices of piety will make us exemplary 
to others, and has a tendency to excite 
in thoſe we converſe with, the ſame ve- 
neration of God which we expreſs in our 
own behaviour. Univerſal righteouſneſs, 
but eſpecially extenſive love attended with 
all its proper and genuine fruits ſpreads 
benign influences to all around, and makes 
this preſent ſtate not only tolerable, but 
in a degree eaſy and happy. Tis no ſur- 
prize then that the apoſtle with ſo much 
earneſtneſs preſſes the practice of theſe 
things, when the honour of God, his own 
welfare, and the happineſs of others unite 
their force to ingage him to expreſs ſuch 
vehemence and zeal. 


To all that has been ſaid, we may far- 
ther add, that when the perſuit and prac- 
tice of the things the apoſtle ſo ardently 
recommends, are either intirely neglected 
or weakly poſtpon'd; no other view can 
be form'd but what to cool reflection will 
appear mean, contemptible, and below the 
charaQter we bear of reaſonable beings. A 

part 


(17) 
part from the things Which the apoſtle 
ſo eatneſtly recommends, what is the per- 
ſuit of ſenſual pleaſure, or the gratification 
of unbridled paſſion, but either a reſem- 
Gugel of the beings which are inferior to 
us, or of him who is the head of the 


polar}? How vain and infignificant is 


the eager chace of great and immenſe 


riches, tho? attended with ſucceſs, if there 


be wanting in the perſuit, a regard to, 
and dependance upon God; if truth, 
righteouſheſs, and equity have been diſ- 
carded in attaining them; if there be not 


temperance and moderation in enjoying 


them to keep up and maintain their reliſh; 
and if in improving them there be not an 
imitation of God in beneficence and good- 
neſs? How empty and trifling is the de- 


fire of title and applauſe, while virtue, 


knowledge, temperance, piety, chriſtian 
affection, and extenſive love to all, ariſing 
from a firm perſuaſion of the principles of 
chriſtianity, which are the only foun- 
dation of 'true honour, are criminaly want- 
ing? 


In a word, how could the apoſtle rea- 
ſonably avoid the preſſing earneſtly theſe 
D W 
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ons; the peace and ſerenity, the rights and 
properties of others will be effectually 
guarded. A faithful diſcharge of all the 
offices of piety will make us exemplary 
to others, and has a tendency to excite 
in thoſe we converſe with, the ſame ve- 
neration of God which we expreſs in our 
own behaviour. Univerſal righteouſneſs, 
but eſpecially extenſive love attended with 
all its proper and genuine fruits ſpreads 
benign influences to all around, and makes 
this preſent ſtare not only tolerable, but 
in a degree eaſy and happy. Tis no ſur- 


prize then that the apoſtle with ſo much 


earneſtneſs preſſes the practice of theſe 
things, when the honour of God, his own 
welfare, and the happineſs of others unite 
their force to ingage him to expreſs ſuch 
vehemence and zeal. 


To all that has been ſaid, we may far- 
ther add, that when the perſuit and prac- 
tice of the things the apoſtle ſo ardently 
recommends, are either intirely neglected 
or weakly poſtpon'd; no other view can 
be form'd but what to cool reflection will 
appear mean, contemptible, and below the 
character we bear of reaſonable beings. A 

part 


(7) 

part from the things Which the apoſtle 
ſo earneſtly recommends, what is By per- 
ſuit of ſenſual pleaſure, or the gratification 
of unbridled paſſion, but either a reſem- 
blance of the beings which are inferior to 
us, or of him who is the head of the 
apoſtaſy? How vain and inſignificant is 
the eager chace of great and immenſe 
riches, tho attended with ſucceſs, if there 
be wanting in the perſuit, a regard to, 
and dependance upon God; if truth, 
righteouſheſs, and equity have been diſ- 
_ carded in attaining them; if there be not 
temperance and moderation in enjoying 
them to keep up and maintain their reliſh; 
and if in improving them there be not an 
imitation of God in beneficence and good- 
neſs? How empty and trifling is the de- 
fire of title and applauſe, while virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, piety, chriſtian 
affection, and extenſive love to all, ariſing 
from a firm perſuaſion of the principles of 
chriſtianity, 'which are the only foun- 
dation of true honour, are criminaly want- 
ing? 


In a word, how could the apoſtle rea- 
ſonably avoid the preſſing earneſtly theſe 
D thingy, 


(18), 


things, when- the neglect of them made 


perſons ſlothful and unprofitable, while 
they were favour'd with the ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments and greateſt incouragements to 
diligent and uſeful ſervice ; when the omiſ- 
fion of them, thro' a wilful and obſtinate 
cloſing of their eyes, introduc'd blindneſs 
at the ſame time that they profeſs'd them- 
ſelves to be children of the light; when 
the practice of them intitled them to the 


great and valuable bleſſings of the goſpel- 


diſpenſation, confirm'd their character of 
being true chriſtians, and ſecur'd not only 
their perſeverance, but alſo their obtain- 
ing an abundant entrance into the ever- 
laſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt: and when the forfeiture of 
theſe important bleſſings and privileges 
muſt be the unavoidable conſequence of 
the neglect of them, or of the con- 
trary practice. 


2. The reaſonableneſs of the apoſtle's zeal 
will farther appear from the certain proſ- 
pect he had of his approaching death, 
| which he gives as a reaſon of his vehe- 
mence in putting them always in remem- 
brance, and as long as he was in the ta- 

bernacle 


(19) 
bernacle, knowing that ſhortly J muſt put 
off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewed me. It is meet, 
proper, and agreeable to that eminent and 
diſtinguiſh'd character which I ſuſtain of 
an apoſtle of Chriſt, during my continu- 
ance in this tabernacle, which is a beauti- 
ful and elegant figure to deſcribe rhe bo- 
dy, that like a tent is ſoon taken down 
and diſſolved, affectionately to remind 
you of theſe things, eſpecially when I am 
aſſur d not only by my advanc'd age, that 
in a little time I muſt lay aſide this ta- 


bernacle, but by an expreſs revelation of 


my Lord, that I muſt ſhortly die as a 
martyr. * Verily verily, I ſay unto thee, 
when thou waſt young, thou girdedſt thy ſelf, 
and walkedſ} whither thou wouldeſi : but 
when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch 
forth thy hands, and another ſhall gird thee, 
and carry thee whither thou wouldeſt not. 
This ſpake he [Chriſt,] fignifying by what 
death, viz. of force and violence, he ſhould 
atteſt the truth of the goſpel, and glorify 
God. Well! the time now can't be at a 
great diſtance, when I muſt put off this 
my tabernacle, and then my capacity of 


1 Tobn xxi. 18. 
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( 20) 


ſerving my Lord, as his apoſtle will 
have a period, and ſhall not this re- 
fleftion excite me to expreſs the great- 
eſt fervour in recommending to chriſti- 
ans the adding to their faith, all the 
fruits of true and real holineſs ? To ſuch 
as give a teſtimony to the truth of the 
goſpel by ſuffering for it, a promiſe is 
given of a great and diſtinguiſh'd re- 
ward; and ſince, according to the pre- 
diction of my Saviour, in a little time, 
that will be my caſe; ſhall not I thereby 
be animated with a peculiar zeal to preſs 
upon others, all the genuine fruits of a 
ſincere faith; when in ſo doing I ſhall not 
only prove my ſelf faithful to my Lord, 
be more prepar d to ſuffer for his doctrine, 
and at the time that the chief ſhepherd 
ſhall appear, ſaall receive a crown of glory 
that fageth not away "; but ſhall alſo be 
aſſur'd of receiving then a brighter crown 
in proportion to my abounding in the 
work of the Lord? The zeal and ardor, 
which ſuch reflections, that the apoſtle with- 
out doubt frequently made, would raiſe and 
excite, cannot but appear to all conſiderate 
perſons, to be reaſonable and juſt : to which 


I Pei. v. 4. 


may 


121) 
may be added in the third and laſt 
place, | 


3. The full and clear evidence he had 
of the truth of thoſe principles, which, 
with ſo much fervour he recommends, 
Moreover, I will endeavour, that you may 

be able after my deceaſe, to have theſe things 
aliways in remembrance. For we have not 
followed cunningly deviſed fables, when we 
made known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


What the apoſtle means by the power 
and coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, is 
difficult to determine: expoſitors of note 
give different interpretations. One of 
character explains the expreſſion, to de- 
note the coming of Chriſt into the world 
attended with power, by which he prov'd 
that he was ſent of God, and the Meſ- 
fiah. Another late ingenious writer 
makes the power and coming of our 
Lord, to refer to his coming to deliver 
the faithful, and take vengeance of the 
unbelievers as foretold by the prophets 
under both teſtaments, in the ſignal de- 


# Shchtingius. 2 Sherlock of Proph. diſc. 1. p. 20. 
ſtruction 


( 22 ) 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem. In this variety 
of opinions it may not be amiſs to ſee, 
whether we cannot ſettle the ſenſe of the 
phraſe from the preaching of Peter, re- 
lated in the hiſtory of the Acts. Ze men 
of Iſrael, Jeſus of Nazareth a man ap- 
proved of God, among you, by miracles--him, 
ye have crucified, whom God hath raiſed up- 
being by, or to the right hand of God ex- 
alted--T herefore let all the houſe of Iſrael 
know aſſuredly that God hath made that 
ſame Feſus whom you have crucified, both 
Lord and Chriſt. * The God of Abraham, 
and of Iſaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers hath glorified bis ſon Feſus. Be it 
known unto you all, that by the name, power, 
and authority of Jeſus Chrift of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raiſed from 
the dead, doth this man fland before you whole. 
This is the flone which was ſet at nought 
of you builders, which is become the bead 
of the corner, neither is there ſalvation in 
any other. Him hath God exalted, with 
or to bis right hand, to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael, 
and forgiveneſs of fins. And we are his 


Acts ii. 22, 25, 33, 36. id. ni. 12. id. 
iv. 10, 11. id. v. 31, 32. 


witneſſes 


( 23) 
witneſſes of theſe things, and ſo is alſo the 
Holy Ghoſt. * How God anointed Feſus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with power. 
And he commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to teſtify that it is he which was 
ordained of God to be judge of quick and 
dead. By theſe paſſages it appears proba- 
ble, when the apoſtle ſays here, that he 
had not followed cunningly deviſed fables, 
when he made known to them the power 
and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
he means the exaltation of our Saviour to 
the right hand of God, and his inveſti- 
ture in all power, as Prince, Lord, and 
Meſſiah ; and his coming again as judge 
to reward his faithful ſervants with a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
And this interpretation of the coming of 
our Lord, ſuits better with the reaſoning 
of this writer in the preceding verſes, 
than to explain it of his coming to de- 
ſtroy Jeruſalem z beſides, that in this lat- 
ter ſenſe the word is never us'd in all the 
epiſtles. To proceed, For we have 
not followed cunningly deviſed fables, 
when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Feſus Chrift, but were 


i Ad x. 38, 42. 
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eye-witnefſes of his majeſly. For be received 


from God the Father, honour and glory, 
when there came ſuch à voice to him from 
the excellent glory, this is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well-pleaſed; and this voice 


which came from heaven we heard when we 


were with him in the holy mount, and 
we have a-more ſure word of propheſy. We, 
Peter, James, and John, who were eye- 
witneſſes of the glory of our Saviour, 
when a voice came from the excellent 


glory, This is my beloved Son, which we 
heard when we were with him in the holy 
mount, have a more ſure word of pro- 


pbeſy; which clearly refutes the interpre- 
tation of thoſe who would have 'the com- 


pariſon not to be abſolute, but relative 


only, to the opinions and prejudices of 
the Jews; and of the Greek expoſitors, 
who would have the ſenſe to be, that pro- 


pheſy is now to us chriſtians a more ſure 


and convincing evidence than ever it was, 
having been verified and eſtabliſh'd by the 
events. The difficulty of finding out a 


ſuperior evidence in the word of propheſy 


to the ſight and hearing of the apoſtles, 
when in the mount they ſaw the glory, 
and heard a voice proceeding from it, 


This 
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This is my beloved Son, which however is 
neceſſary to be done if we take more ſure 
in a comparative ſenſe, has induc d many 
learned men to underſtand it in a poſitive, 
to expreſs the great certainty of the evi- 
dence mention'd, viz. we have a, very ſure 
word. of prophecy, This expoſition (ſays 
the late ingenious writer) introduces a new 
uſe of language into the text, and. in his 
opinion cannot be ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd. 
If (however that be) a ſenſe can be given 
conſiſtent with the more general uſe of 
the comparative, ſuch an interpretation will 


( — be look d upon as preferable. 


It is evident, that tho che apoſtle in 
his preaching recorded in the hiſtory 
of the acts, conſtantly refers to the anti- 
ent propheſies, and applies them to Jeſus, 
yet he does this not excluſively of the il- 
lumination of the Spirit, which he, and 
the other diſciples of Chriſt receiv'd on 
the day of pentecoſt. And therefore he 
ſays, * Of which ſalvation the prophets have 
enquired, and ſearch'd diligently, who pro- 
phefied of the grace that ſhould come unto 
you. Unto whom it was revealed, that not 


unto themſelves, but unto us they did miniſter 


Pr, Sherlock, p. 11. 2 1 Peter i. 10, 12. 
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the things which are now reported to you 
by them that have preached the goſpel unto you, 
with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven, 
And * In both which [epiſtles] I fiir up 
your pure minds by way of remembrance : 
that ye may be mindful of the words which 
were ſpoken before by the holy prophets, and 
of the commandment of us the apoſtles of the 
Lord and Saviour. The word of propheſy 
therefore 1s to be taken in the largeſt and 
moſt extenſive meaning, to include parti- 
cularly the extraordinary illuminations of 
the Spirit communicated to the apoſtles 
on the day of pentecoſt; and for this 
reaſon he uſes the phraſe the word of pro- 
pheſy, whereas he makes uſe of the ex- 
preſſion * propheſy of the ſcripture when he 
ſpeaks ſingly of antient prediction: and 
what farther confirms this interpretation 
is, that John when he ſpeaks of his ſeeing 
the glory of Chriſt as of the only begotten of the 
Father, he ſubjoins, and of his fulneſs have 
all we receiv'd, and grace for grace, refer- 
ring to the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, 


In this view the word of propheſy 
is a more firm evidence of the power 
and coming of Chriſt as we have 


1 Peter iii. 1, 2. 2 1 Peter i. 20. 


Ex- 


274 
explain d them, than the viſion in the mount 
(which was deſign'd only as an image of what 
was future) ſince our Saviour promis'd the 


effuſion of the Spirit as the fulleſt proof 
of his being inveſted with all power 


at the right hand of God, in the charac- 
ter of Prince and Meſſiah. Whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed as to a light that 
ſbineth in a dark place, thro' former igno- 
rance and prejudice, until the day daun, 
and the day-flar ariſe in your hearts; till 
the word of prophoſy has its full influence 
upon you, and introduces a comprehen- 


five knowledge of the ſcheme of revelati- 


on, and an anſwerable purity in your hearts: 

which is the ſame thing the apoſtle Paul 
expreſſes in a different manner. And be 
gave ſome, apoſtles : and ſome, prophets : — 
for the perfecting of the ſaints — for the edi- 
Hing the body of Chrift : till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God unto @ perfect man. 


Having given by this long, hi nectilti. 
ry digreſſion, the true ſenſe, as I apprehend, 
of theſe words; let us ſee how they ſtand 


in the reaſoning of the apoſtle. They 
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are brought in as an argument, why 
he ſo earneſtly indeavour'd, that even after 
his deceaſe they might be able 70 have 
theſe things aluays in remembrance. For in 
recommending them, we have not followed 
cunningiy deviſed fables; or (as the words 
run in the original) not following cunningly 
deviſed fables, we have made known the 
power and coming of our Lord: When 
we preach'd that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, 
and at the right hand of God, and would 
return and reward his ſincere and obedient 
ſervants, we had a full aſſurance of the truth 
of the doctrine we deliver d. We ſaw and 
heard in the mount what was a prelude of 
his future univerſal, and perpetual dominion. 
But when the gifts of the Spirit were impart- 
ed to us, wiſdom and knowledge, with the 
gift of tongues, and power of working 
miracles according to his promiſe, we 
not only with clearneſs and extent ſaw all 
the antient predictions accompliſh'd in 
Jeſus, but by internal illumination of the 
Spirit, fully diſcern'd the intire ſcheme 


of the diſpenſation of the goſpel, and 
had power ſufficient to convince others. 


When therefore I ſee with ſo much 
evidence, that the goſpel, which contains 
all things neceſſary to life and godlineſs, 
18 


[ 29 ] 
is of divine original and the diſpenſation 
of God, and that its whole frame, and 
particularly its promiſes, are deſign'd to 
make thoſe who profeſs this doctrine ho- 
ly, and like to God; how can I negle& 
reminding you with earneſtneſs and con; 
ſtancy, of uſing your utmoſt diligence to 


add to your faith, all the fruits of the 


Spirit? when without theſe, the gracious 
inſtitution of the goſpel attains not its 
end; you are idle and unprofitable under 
the ſtrongeſt motives, and greateſt incou- 
ragements to the contrary ; wilfully and 
obſtinately blind, while the cleareſt and 
fulleſt light ſhines all around yau ; and de- 
ſtitute of any juſt pretention to the bleſ- 
ſings of the chriſtian religion, and to an 
entrance into the everlaſting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. When 
by inward inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt 
I'ſee not only the certainty, but impor- 
tance of theſe things, how can I be ne- 
gligent to put you always in remembrance of 
them, tho ye know them, and be eftabliſh'd 
in the preſent truth? Are not theſe gifts 

communicated to me with this very in- 
tention? how then can I otherwiſe be 
faithful to the character I bear of an 
8 of Jeſus Chriſt? Thus it appears 


evident 


Tor] - — 


evident from every view in which the 
writer repreſents his vehemence, that his 
ardor was reaſonable, and not diſproportio- 
nate to the importance of the things about 
which it was imploy'd, and his own pe- 
culiar circumſtances. I proceed, 


III. To draw inferences from this ſub- 
ject, and conclude. 


1. The zeal of the apoſtle, and the 
conſideration of the things about which 
it is imployed, may be of uſe to direct and 
excite ſuch, as labour in the word and doc- 
trine. Let us, in imitation of Peter, ſteddi- 
ly, and with earneſtneſs remind chriſtians, 
ſince there is an ample proviſion made in 
the goſpel, of every thing that is proper 
to bring them to religious diſpoſition, 
and practice, that they will be perfectly inex- 
cuſable if they do not attain them. Let 
us frequently, and in the fulleſt manner 
poſſible, lay before them, that the deſign 
of the whole ſcheme of chriſtianity is to 
bring us to holineſs; and when we open 
to them the great and precious promiſes 
of this diſpenſation, let us carefully repre- 
ſent, that by them they are to be ingaged 
and influenced to cleanſe themſelves * 


L 37 ] 

ll filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, and be per- 
fecting bolineſs in the fear of the Lord; and 
unleſs they have that effect, the grace of God 
which hath given them to us, is defeated in 
its intention, and render'd intirely vain, 


Let us induſtriouſly ſhun reſting 
in generals, by which profeſſors may 
be unhappily deceived, and after the ex- 
ample of this great apoſtle, let us deſcend 
to all the particular virtues of the chriſtian 
life. Let us earneſtly recommend laying 
afide anger, and wrath, and malice, and evil 
Speaking, and putting on meekneſs, and 
humbleneſs, bowels of mercy, forbearing, 
and forgiving one another, and thereby 70 
be imitators of God, as dear children. Let 
us ſhew with clearneſs and perſpicuity; 
that temperance, or the due regulation of 
all our appetites and paſſions, is previouſ- 
ly requiſite to the conſtant and ſteddy 
practiſe of the duties, which refer to God 
and others. Let us with care diſcover to 


them the neceſſary and inſeperable con- 


nexion between true faith and holineſs in 
all its branches, and between both of 
them, and future happineſs. Let us preſs 
and urge the exerciſe of the greateſt and 
moſt conſtant diligence in the perſuit of 

a 
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a divine ternper and a holy life, Let us 


carefully avoid any ſuch repreſentation of 


the chriſtian doctrine, as ſhall have a ten- 
dency to abate their vigor, and leſſen their 
application. Let our zeal be laid out and 
employ'd upon theſe things, which are of 
the greateſt importance to the advancing 
of the honour of God, and the everlaſt- 
ing happineſs of men. Let us not miſ- 
place our vehemence in recommending 
nice and ſubtle ſpeculations, which are of 
little or no uſe, and which ſome may be 
induc'd tq ſubſtitute in the room of real 
piety and virtue, to their own deſtruction. 

And if this way of preaching ſhould not 


be fo pleaſing to ſome profeſſors, yer it 


evidently appears to be the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and to be recommended to us by 
the conſtant practice of his apoſtles. And 
we are to remember, that as we are the 
ſervants of Chriſt, we ought to ſeek to 
pleaſe him rather than men; for which 
we have the ſtrongeſt reaſon, fince we are 
aſſured, that when he, the chief ſhepherd 
ſhall appear, we ſhall receive @ crown 


of glory that fadeth not away. 


Let the certainty as well as the importance 


of theſe things excite in us the higheſt zeal ; 
for 


at <6. a ith 3 a Rs 
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for tho' we have not the extraordinary 
illuminations of the Spirit, which Peter 
and the other apoſtles had, yet theſe things 
are in their writings fully and diſtinctly 
expreſs'd; and tranſmitted to us by a clear 
and unqueſtionable tradition. And, laſtly, 
ſince we know that in a little time we 
muſt put off this tabernacle, tho' not in 
the manner that Peter did, let us expreſs the 
greater diligence like him, to recommend 
with earneſtneſs to chriſtians a conſtant 
care to add to their faith, all the inſtan- 
ces of true and real holineſs. 


2. The importance of che things which 
the apoſtle, with ſuch conſtancy and zeal, 
puts chriſtians in remembrance of, ſhould 
influence and dire& the conduct of all 
who profeſs to receive the doctrine of the 


goſpel. 


Let ſuch be hereby ingag'd carefully to 
ſettle in their minds, the laſt defign of 
the chriſtian. diſpenſation, which is to 
bring them to a godly life, to a partici- 
pation of the divine nature, and a re- 
ſemblance of the great Creator and Go- 
vernour of the world in his moral per- 

F fections. 
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fections. Let us not deſire to be amus'd 
with nice ſpeculations, which are of 
{mall conſequence,  proportionably to the 
little or no effect they have upon 
producing in us habits of piety and vir- 
tue. Let us endeavour to. be. throughly 
convinc'd, that even plain, and important 
principles of truth, are only intended as 
means, and will be unavailable to our 


happineſs, if not attended with ſincere 
and ſteddy holineſs. 


Let us be pleas'd, when miniſters re- 
preſent, that the proviſion which the goſ- 
el makes, is deſign'd to bring us to in- 
ward purity, and real holineſs; and when 
in conſequence they preſs us to uſe our 
utmoſt diligence to make greater adyances 
therein ; and, whenever they. explain and 
recommend, by motives which reaſon, and 
chriſtianity offer, particular duties, as ſor 
briety, temperance, moderation, righte- 
ouſneſs, beneficence, and all the offices 
that refer to God, and any diſlike to ſuch 
ſubjects ariſe in your minds, carefully ex- 
amine whether ſuch diſtaſte does not ſpring 
from an inconſiſtence of thoſe diſcourſes, 
with ſome irregular inclination which you 
| . | are 
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are willing to have indulged; and if that 
be the caſe, as probably it will appear to 
be upon an honeſt inquiry; ſince Chriſt 
and all his apoſtles preſs the practice of 
them upon us, it is of the laſt conſequence 
to us, immediately and without delay to 
conquer and ſubdue it. 

Finally, in attending on the miniſtry of 
the goſpel, let us not unreaſonably expect 
always to be entertain'd with new things. 
A faithful miniſter indeed will be careful, 
in the courſe of his ſervice, to open to 
you the whole counſel of God, and bring 

forth out of his treaſure things new and 
old. But the ſubjects which are moſt im- 
portant, muſt be often, and frequently 
inculcated. Wherefore, ſays the apoſtle, 
J will not be negligent to put you always in 
remembrance of theſe things, tho' ye know 


them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 


truth. The ſuitableneſs of theſe words to 
the melancholy occaſion of my chooſing 
them, viz. the removal of our friend by 
death, will eafily appear by his charac- 
cer. 


1 Matt. xiil. 52. 
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When Mr. John Kinch had paſs d thro the 
uſual inſtructions of a grammer- ſchool, and 
had gain'd a competent ſkill in the learned 
languages, his parents ſent him to Leyden 
to be improv'd in thoſe ſtudies, which 
might qualify him to be an uſeful mini- 
ſter, to which he diligently apply'd. By 
the advice of ſome judicious friends, who 
recommended the ſtudy of civil law as 
what would be of advantage to him ; he 
was induc'd to perſue that part of learn- 
ing, wherein he made ſuch progreſs, as 
to take the degree of doctor of laws. 
When he returned from Holland, and by 
his own choice, enter d upan the office 
of a miniſter, to the furniture of learn- 
ing which he had acquired, he added an 
eaſy and unaffected eloquence, and a grace- 
ful manner of preaching. 


The ſubjects which he generally inſiſted 
on were practical, and ſuch as our apoſtle 
recommends with the greateſt zeal, wherein 
he, in ſome meaſure, reſembled him. But 
becauſe I can't expreſs this in a ſtronger 
manner, than he himſelf did, when he 
was near his end, I ſhall uſe ſome of his 


Harn 
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own words. It is almoſt over with me; 
e commend me to my good people; in- 
« treat them to live in love. and true 


chriſtian unity. As for ſpeculative and 
« ſubtle points, tho they make a great 
te noiſe, they are of no conſiderable effect. 
*© In recommending love and chriſtian 
« unity, according to my poor abilities, I 
« have always endeavour'd faithfully to ſerve 
© them.” In the compoſure of his ſer- 
mons, eſpecially for ſome years before his 
death, he carefully. attended to the true 
and critical meaning of the text, which 
(as he told a friend) gave him inexpretliþly 
pleaſure. 


Ta his publick inſtructions he added a 
careful and exemplary conduct. The 
ſweetneſs of his temper, and the affability 
of his behaviour, gain'd him the affection 
of all that knew him. Every one that 
convers:d intimately with him, could not 
but find in him all the qualifications of a 
ſincere, uſeful, and ſteddy friend. That 


he was form'd for friendſhip, he clearly 


diſcover'd by a peculiar and remarkable 
ſympathy, which he expreſs'd to ſuch as 
he regarded in that character when under 


any 
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any diſtreſs. This repreſentation, which 
will be own'd by all that had the pleaſure 
of being acquainted with him to be juſt, 
will make it unneceſſary to tell you, how 
well he behaved in all the relations, 
wherein the providence of God had plac'd 
him; beſides, that this would be a ſubject 
too tender to inlarge upon. When he 
was near his end, he 0 to a friend, 
his full aſſurance of faith. « In a little 
« time (ſays he) I ſhall be out of death's 
© Way, and happy.” 'Thus dy'd the 
faint in the prime of his days, when 
we might have expected many years of 
ſervice and uſefulneſs, having enter'd only 
upon the 36th year of his age; but the 
ways of God are unſearchable, and paſt 
our finding our. | 


Let me intreat you, who are his rela- 
tives to guard againſt offending your 
heavenly Father by exceſſive and immo- 
derate ſorrow, improve rather this afliftive 
providence in ſuch manner, as to be more 
prepar'd for your own diſſolution, that you 
may die with the fame aſſurance of hope 
that he expreſs'd in his departure. Let 
the — of this ſociety, to which he 

ſtood 
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ſtood related as paſtor recollect his uſeful 


and practical diſcourſes, imitate his exam- 
ple ſo far as he followed Chriſt, and 
eſpecially call to mind his dying advice to 
purſue love and chriſtian unity. To con- 
clude, let ſuch inſtances of the frailty of 
our ſtate awaken care and quicken dili- 
gence in us all, that we may may add to our 
faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge ; to know- 
ledge, temperance ; to temperance, patience , 
to patience, godlineſs; to godlineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity ; 
that theſe things may be in us, and abound, 
and ſo an entrance may be miniſtred to us 
abundantly, into the everlaſting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
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